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The Fox's Birthday Map

Cinar BIBER



15
u‘f‘"’

'

The sun peeked through the leaves and touched the red fox's
nose. He yawned, stretched his fluffy tail, and sat up in his
cozy den. Something rustled under his paw. It was a folded
piece of paper tied with a bright red ribbon. On the front, in
careful letters, it said: "For the birthday fox."
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The fox untied the ribbon and opened the paper. Inside was a
hand-drawn map of the woods, with a dotted path and a big
star at the end. At the top, a note read: "Follow the clues to
find your surprise!" His amber eyes grew wide. He grabbed his
green satchel and slipped the map inside. "A birthday
adventure!" he cheered.



The first clue was written on the map itself: "I have a trunk
that is thick and brown, and acorns fall when I shake my
crown. Find me where the squirrels play." The fox knew right
away. He bounded out of his den and raced toward the big oak
tree. His tail swished with excitement as he ran.
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At the oak tree, a red squirrel with a blue bow scarf waited on
a low branch. "Happy birthday!" she chirped, giggling. She
handed him a tiny rolled-up riddle from a hollow in the trunk.
The fox opened it and read: "I am tall and green, with needles
so fine. I stand in a row, a beautiful line. Find me where the
pine trees grow."




The fox thanked the squirrel and hurried along the path. The
pine trees stood tall and straight, their needles whispering in
the breeze. At the base of one tree, a smooth stone held down
a second clue. It said: "I hop and I thump, and I love to nibble.
My ears are long, and I'm quick to wiggle. Find me near the
berry bushes."
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The fox knew it was the rabbit. He followed the map to the
berry bushes, where the rabbit waited with a woven straw
basket. "Happy birthday!" she said softly, her long ears
twitching. She gave him the next clue. It read: "I hoot in the
night and wear round spectacles. My feathers are brown, and I
give wise articles. Find me in the old hollow tree."
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The fox dashed to the old hollow tree. The owl sat on a branch,
her round spectacles glinting. "Happy birthday, little fox," she
said gently. "You are doing wonderfully." She handed him a
clue tucked under her wing. It said: "I have a bushy tail and
chatter a lot. I hide nuts in trees, whether you like it or not.
Find me where the hazelnuts fall."
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The fox laughed. The squirrel again! He ran to the hazelnut
grove, where the squirrel bounced on a branch. "You found
me!" she giggled. She gave him a clue tied to a nut. It read: "I
am slow and steady, with a shell so hard. I carry my home, and
I'm always on guard. Find me by the mossy log."
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The fox wondered who it could be. He trotted to the mossy log
and found a turtle with a kind smile. "Happy birthday!" the
turtle said. "You are almost there." He gave the fox a clue
written on a leaf. It said: "I have a white tail and a fluffy coat. I

keep the last riddle safe, so take note. Find me in the sunny
clearing."



The fox's heart beat fast. He followed the path to the sunny
clearing, where the rabbit waited with her basket. "You made
it!" she said, blushing. "Here is the final clue." She handed him
a note that said: "Now close your eyes and count to three. A
surprise awaits you, as you will see!"

10



The fox closed his eyes and counted. "One... two... three!"
When he opened them, all his friends jumped out from behind
the bushes. "Surprise! Happy birthday!" they shouted. The
owl, the squirrel, the rabbit, and the turtle were there,
beaming with joy. The fox gasped, his amber eyes shining.
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A table was set with berries, nuts, and a cake made of honey
and seeds. The squirrel had tied balloons to the branches. The
owl wore a party hat on her tufted head. The fox looked at
each friend, remembering every clue and every smile. "You did
all this for me?" he whispered, his tail wagging.
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The rabbit nodded shyly. "We wanted to show you how much
we care," she said. "Each clue was a little piece of our
friendship." The owl added, "You followed every hint with such
excitement. That made it fun for us, too." The fox felt warm
inside, like sunshine on his fur.
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They played games and ate treats until the sun began to set.
The fox opened his satchel and looked at all the clues. Each
one was a memory. "This is the best birthday ever," he said.

"Not just because of the party, but because you all worked
together to surprise me."
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The friends sat in a circle as the stars came out. The owl told a
story about a clever fox who followed his heart. The squirrel
giggled, and the rabbit smiled. The fox looked around at his
friends and felt very lucky. Their thoughtful effort meant more
than any gift.




As the moon rose, the fox hugged each friend goodnight.
"“Thank you for the map, the clues, and the surprise," he said.
"I will keep this map forever." He walked home with a full

heart and a happy smile. Friendship made his birthday the
best surprise ever.




