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In the heart of the woodland, where bluebells nodded and

ferns uncurled, a cheerful hedgehog opened a very small shop.

It had a wooden door, a round window, and a sign that read:

MEND AND MAKE DO. The hedgehog wore a green work

apron and round spectacles. In her pocket, a red thread spool

peeked out like a tiny friend.
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The hedgehog's shop was tidy and snug. Shelves held jars of

buttons, needles, and bright thread. A little bench waited by

the window, perfect for small visitors. The hedgehog loved

fixing things. She mended a cracked acorn cup and a bent twig

basket. 'Everything deserves a second chance,' she said,

smiling at her work.
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One morning, a tiny mouse in blue dungarees stood at the

door. She carried a little canvas satchel, and it bulged with

something broken. Her big round ears twitched with hope. 'I'm

Mouse,' she said. 'I have toys that are broken, but I don't want

to throw them away.' The hedgehog's round black eyes

sparkled. 'Then let's fix them!' she said.
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Mouse opened her satchel and out tumbled a wooden car with

a wobbly wheel, a soft rabbit with one floppy ear, and a

squeaky duck that had lost its squeak. 'Oh my,' said the

hedgehog, adjusting her spectacles. 'Lovely things! We can

mend every one.' Mouse's bright dark eyes grew wide. 'Really?

You can fix them all?' 'Of course,' said the hedgehog.

'Repairing is fun!'
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First, they fixed the wooden car. The hedgehog found a new

wheel in her button jar. Mouse held the car steady while the

hedgehog glued the wheel in place. 'It rolls!' squeaked Mouse,

pushing it across the floor. The hedgehog laughed. 'One down,

two to go.' She tucked the red thread spool back into her

apron pocket, ready for the next toy.
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Next came the soft rabbit with the floppy ear. The hedgehog

threaded a needle with strong thread. Mouse gently held the

ear while the hedgehog stitched it back on. 'Soft and snug,'

said the hedgehog, tying a neat knot. Mouse hugged the

rabbit. 'It feels like new!' she said. 'Better than new,' said the

hedgehog. 'It's been loved, and now it's been mended.'
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Last was the squeaky duck. The hedgehog opened a tiny flap

and found the squeaker inside. 'It's just a little loose,' she said.

With small, careful paws, she tightened it. Mouse squeezed the

duck. SQUEAK! 'It works!' she cheered. The hedgehog smiled.

'You see? Nothing is too broken to fix.' Mouse looked around

the shop. 'Can I help you fix more toys?' she asked.
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'I would love that,' said the hedgehog. So Mouse became her

helper. She learned to sort buttons, hold pieces steady, and

find just the right thread. The hedgehog taught her how to

stitch and glue and tighten. 'You have clever paws,' said the

hedgehog. Mouse beamed. 'And you have a kind heart,' she

said. The little shop felt warmer than ever.
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Word spread through the woodland. A rabbit with a cream-

white coat and a long orange scarf hurried in. Her brown

shoulder bag held a toy train with a broken wheel. 'Can you fix

this?' she asked. 'My little one misses it.' 'Of course,' said the

hedgehog. 'Leave it with us.' Rabbit looked around. 'This shop

is wonderful! I'll tell everyone.' And she did.
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Soon, friends from all around came to the little shop. A

squirrel brought a cracked nutcracker doll. A badger brought

a torn kite. A family of voles brought a wobbly pull-along snail.

The hedgehog and Mouse worked together, mending wheels,

stitching soft ears, and fixing squeaky parts. Every toy got a

second chance. The shop buzzed with happy voices and the

click-click of needles.
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One day, the wise old owl visited. She wore a purple knitted

vest and tiny half-moon reading glasses. She watched the

hedgehog and Mouse at work. 'You are doing a good thing,'

she said gently. 'Repairing reduces waste. Every toy you mend

is one less thing thrown away.' The hedgehog nodded. 'And it's

fun!' said Mouse. The owl's amber eyes twinkled. 'Both are

true,' she said.
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The owl spread the word. 'Mend and Make Do is the friendliest

shop in the forest!' she hooted. More animals came, not just

with toys but with questions. 'Can you teach me to sew?' asked

a young rabbit. 'Can I learn to fix a wheel?' asked a squirrel.

The hedgehog and Mouse started little workshops. Everyone

wanted to learn. Repairing became the woodland's favorite

thing to do.
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The shop grew busier and busier. The hedgehog added more

shelves, and Mouse made a cozy corner for waiting customers.

They hung a new sign: EVERY TOY DESERVES A SECOND

CHANCE. The rabbit with the orange scarf brought cookies to

share. The owl read stories to the little ones. The woodland

learned that repairing things is fun, kind to nature, and much

better than making waste.
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At the end of each day, the hedgehog and Mouse swept the

floor and put away their tools. 'Look at all the happy toys,' said

Mouse, pointing to the shelf of finished repairs. 'They're

waiting for their friends to take them home.' The hedgehog

smiled. 'And look at all the happy animals,' she said. 'They

learned something important.' Mouse nodded. 'Repairing is

better than throwing away.'
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The little shop became the busiest and friendliest place in the

whole forest. Animals came not just to fix toys, but to share

stories and help each other. The hedgehog and Mouse were

always there, ready with a needle, a button, or a kind word.

And every toy that left the shop had a new chance to be loved

and played with again. The woodland was a happier place

because of it.
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And so, in the heart of the woodland, the hedgehog's little

shop still stands. The sign says MEND AND MAKE DO, and the

door is always open. Inside, a cheerful hedgehog in a green

apron and a tiny mouse in blue dungarees work side by side.

They know that every toy deserves a second chance, and that

repairing things is fun, kind to nature, and much better than

making waste.
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