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Leo loved the ocean more than anything. He had a blue T-shirt

with a small manta ray print, and he wore it as often as he

could. His dark brown eyes sparkled whenever he talked about

the sea. He kept a canvas tote bag full of rolled posters, ready

for his next big idea. Leo was small and wiry, with short curly

black hair and light freckles across his nose.
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Every afternoon, Leo watched videos about manta rays. He

learned that these giant rays glide through the ocean like

underwater birds. Their wide triangular wings can be as wide

as a car! Manta rays have curled fins on their heads and gentle

eyes. They swim with tiny yellow fish that follow them like

friends. Leo wanted to know everything about them.
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One day, Leo read that manta rays need clean water and safe

places to live. Pollution and damaged habitats made it hard for

them to survive. Leo frowned. He didn't want these beautiful

creatures to disappear. He thought, 'I have to do something!'

He decided to make a presentation for his class. Maybe his

friends would help too.
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At school, Leo told his teacher, Mr. Hale, about his idea. Mr.

Hale had round glasses and a neat beard. He wore an olive-

green cardigan and a lanyard with a whale pin. 'That's a

wonderful idea, Leo,' he said with a warm smile. 'We can

present on Friday.' Leo felt proud and a little nervous. He

couldn't wait to share his love for manta rays.
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Leo spent the week getting ready. He drew posters of manta

rays with their huge triangular wings and white bellies. He

wrote fun facts on index cards. He cut out pictures of clean

oceans and coral reefs. His best friend Maya helped him. She

had black hair in two puffy buns and wore a shell bracelet.

'This is going to be great!' she said with a gap-toothed grin.
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On Friday, Leo stood in front of the class. His heart beat fast.

He unrolled his first poster. 'This is a manta ray,' he said. 'They

are gentle giants of the ocean.' He showed how they glide and

how their cephalic fins curl. The class listened quietly. Maya

smiled and gave him a thumbs-up. Leo felt a little braver.
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Leo explained, 'Manta rays need clean water to breathe and to

stay healthy. They also need safe places to live, like coral reefs

and seagrass beds.' He pointed to a picture of a manta with a

faint scar on its wing. 'This one was hurt by a boat, but we can

help by keeping the ocean clean.' The other kids leaned

forward, curious.
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Maya raised her hand. 'How can we help from here?' she

asked. Leo smiled. 'We can use less plastic, pick up trash at

the beach, and tell others about the ocean.' He showed a

poster of a manta ray swimming with tiny yellow fish. 'Even

small actions make a big difference,' he said. His classmates

nodded and whispered to each other.
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Then Leo showed a picture of a huge manta ray with velvety

dark skin and a white belly. 'Imagine if this beautiful creature

couldn't find clean water,' he said softly. 'Mantas are like

underwater birds, and they need our help.' The class was

silent. Leo could see they were thinking about what he said.

He felt his nervousness fade away.
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Mr. Hale stepped in. 'Leo is right,' he said, adjusting his

glasses. His warm crinkly eyes looked around the room.

'Marine habitats are important for all ocean animals. What can

we do as a class?' The children shared ideas: recycling, beach

cleanups, and making posters. Maya suggested a 'no-plastic'

day. Everyone wanted to help. Leo felt a warm glow inside.
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Leo ended his presentation with a big smile. 'Thank you for

listening,' he said. His classmates clapped. Maya gave him a

high-five. Mr. Hale said, 'You taught us something important

today, Leo.' Leo felt proud and happy. He knew he had made a

difference. His friends promised to care for the sea, just like

him.
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After school, Leo and Maya walked home together. 'You were

amazing!' Maya said. 'I didn't know manta rays were so cool.'

Leo grinned. 'Thanks for helping me,' he said. 'Now our whole

class knows how to protect the ocean.' They skipped along the

path, imagining manta rays gliding through clean, blue water.

The sun was warm on their faces.
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That evening, Leo looked at his manta ray T-shirt and smiled.

He thought about the huge, gentle manta in his imagination,

gliding with tiny yellow fish. He felt proud of his presentation.

He knew that even a small boy could make a big difference. He

couldn't wait to learn more and share it with his friends.
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The next week, Leo's class started a recycling project. They

made posters about marine habitats and hung them in the

hallway. Maya brought a book about ocean animals to share.

Mr. Hale praised their teamwork. Leo felt happy. He knew that

protecting the ocean was a team effort, and his class was

ready to help.
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Leo and Maya became ocean heroes in their school. They told

other classes about manta rays and clean water. They even

organized a beach cleanup with their families. Leo's tote bag

was always full of new posters. He loved sharing his

knowledge and seeing his friends get excited about the ocean.
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One night, Leo dreamed of a giant manta ray. It glided through

crystal-clear water, its wide wings moving gracefully. Tiny

yellow fish swam beside it. Leo smiled in his sleep. He knew

that with kindness and teamwork, the ocean would stay

healthy for mantas and all sea creatures. And he would always

be their friend.
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