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In a small house at the edge of the woods lived a boy named
Leo. He loved to explore the forest near his home. Every day
after school, he put on his moss-green rain jacket, pulled on
his blue rubber boots, and grabbed his red backpack. Inside
was a small spiral notebook and a pencil tucked behind his ear.
Leo was curious about everything, and he wrote down all the

things he saw.




One sunny morning, Leo followed a path he had never taken
before. It led him to a stream that sparkled like glass. The
water was clear, and he could see small stones and little fish
swimming. He sat on a smooth rock and listened to the water
gurgle. Then, a flash of bright orange caught his eye.
Something moved near the water's edge.
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Leo leaned closer and saw a salamander! It had glossy bright
orange skin with tiny yellow spots. Its big round black eyes
blinked at him. The salamander had a long curved tail and tiny
toes. It looked like it was smiling. Leo slowly pulled out his
notebook and pencil. He wrote: 'Salamander, orange with

yellow spots, near clean stream.'
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The salamander wiggled its tail and slipped into the water. Leo
watched it swim with quick, smooth moves. He noticed how
clean the stream was. The water was so clear that he could see
the salamander's little feet. Leo wondered why the salamander
liked this spot. He decided to visit the stream every day and
learn more.



The next day, Leo brought his friend Mia. She had a
magnifying glass and a big smile. They tiptoed to the stream
and waited quietly. Soon, the salamander appeared again. It
sat on a wet stone and watched them. Mia whispered, 'It's so
bright!" Leo nodded and wrote in his notebook. He drew a
picture of the salamander and labeled its spots.
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Leo and Mia explored more of the stream. They found green
frogs sitting on lily pads. The frogs had smooth, shiny skin and
big eyes. They jumped into the water with a plop when the
children came near. Leo wrote: 'Frogs need clean water too.'
He also saw water bugs skating on the surface. They moved in

quick zigzags, like tiny dancers.

6




Leo wanted to know more about the salamander. He asked his
teacher, Ms. Green, about them. She said, 'Salamanders are
amphibians. They breathe through their skin. They need clean
water to live and grow.' Leo was surprised. He wrote in his
notebook: 'Clean water is important for salamanders.' He
decided to help keep the stream clean.
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The next Saturday, Leo and Mia brought gloves and a big bag.
They walked along the stream and picked up litter. They found
a plastic bottle, a paper cup, and a candy wrapper. Leo said,
‘This trash could hurt the animals.' They worked together and
soon the stream bank looked tidy. The salamander peeked out
from under a leaf, as if to say thank you.
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Leo had an idea. He would make a guide about the wildlife of
clean streams. He wanted everyone to know how to keep
streams clean. He asked Mia to help. They drew pictures of
the salamander, frogs, and water bugs. They wrote simple
facts and tips. Leo's red notebook was full of notes, and his

pencil was always busy.




At home, Leo spread his notes on the table. His mom helped
him type the words. His dad helped him print the pictures.
They made a small booklet called 'Wildlife of Clean Streams.' It
had a bright orange salamander on the cover. Leo felt proud.
He couldn't wait to share it with his friends and neighbors.
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The next week, Leo and Mia gave the guide to their class. Ms.
Green read it aloud. The other children loved the pictures and
the fun facts. They asked questions: 'How do salamanders
breathe?' 'What can we do to help?' Leo answered with a big
smile. He showed them his notebook and told them about his
adventures at the stream.
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Leo's class decided to adopt the stream. They made a sign that
said 'Please Keep Our Stream Clean.' They put it near the
water. They also planned a clean-up day. Leo felt happy. He
knew that many hands make a big difference. The salamander
and its friends would be safe.




On the day of the clean-up, families came with gloves and
bags. They picked up litter and cleared branches. Leo led a
small group to the salamander's spot. They were careful not to
disturb the water. Afterward, the stream looked beautiful. The
salamander appeared and sat on a rock, as if to say thank you.

113




Leo continued to visit the stream. He wrote more notes and
drew more pictures. He saw tadpoles turning into frogs. He
watched dragonflies zip over the water. He added new pages
to his guide. He knew that clean water helps all these animals.
He felt proud to be a stream helper.
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One day, Leo sat by the stream and watched the salamander. It
swam in the clear water, its orange body shining. Leo said
softly, 'You have a happy home.' He knew that his guide helped
people understand. The salamander blinked its big black eyes.
Leo smiled and wrote in his notebook: 'Clean streams make
happy homes for wildlife.'
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And so, Leo kept exploring and learning. He knew that even
small actions can make a big difference. His guide was shared
with many people. The stream stayed clean, and the
salamander stayed safe. Leo felt proud, and the salamander
had a happy home. The end.




