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Leo was a boy with warm brown skin and a bright curious

smile. He loved bugs, birds, and everything that crawled or

flew. One day his teacher, Ms. Reed, said, 'Our science fair is

coming. Pick something in nature to study.' Leo thought and

thought. Then he remembered a lizard that could change

colors. 'Chameleons!' he said. He clipped his small notebook to

his belt and grinned.
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Ms. Reed smiled and pushed her reading glasses up.

'Chameleons are amazing,' she said. 'Watch closely and write

down everything you see.' Leo nodded. At home, he read about

chameleons in a big book. He drew a bright green chameleon

with turquoise and yellow bands and a curled spiral tail. He

couldn't wait to see a real one. The next morning, he went to

the pet shop with his mom.
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The pet shop had one chameleon. It was small, about twenty

centimeters long. Its turret eyes looked in two directions at

once. Leo named it Cam. He visited every day after school.

Cam's skin was bumpy and bright. Leo wrote in his notebook:

'Cam is green with turquoise bands. He moves slowly. His tail

curls like a spiral.' Leo wondered why Cam changed colors. He

thought it was just for hiding.
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Every day, Leo sat quietly and watched Cam. He drew pictures

and wrote notes. On Monday, Cam was bright green on a leafy

branch. On Tuesday, he turned brownish on a rock. 'He's

hiding!' Leo wrote. 'Brown matches the rock. Green matches

the leaves.' Leo was sure he had solved the mystery. But Cam

did something strange. When another chameleon came near,

Cam turned bright yellow and orange.
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Leo blinked. 'Why would he do that?' he whispered. 'He's not

hiding now. He's standing out!' Leo wrote in his notebook:

'Cam turned yellow and orange when another chameleon came

close.' The other chameleon turned dark green and puffed up.

Then it bobbed its head. Cam bobbed back. Leo's eyes grew

wide. This was not about hiding at all. This was something

else.

5



Leo visited the pet shop every afternoon. He watched Cam and

the other chameleon, who was named Pip. When Pip came

near, Cam turned bright colors. When Pip left, Cam turned

pale green. When a big shadow passed, Cam turned dark and

small. Leo wrote: 'Cam changes color for different reasons.' He

drew a chart with colors and what happened. But he still didn't

understand why.
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One day, Leo brought his notebook to school. He showed Ms.

Reed his chart. She looked at it carefully. 'Leo,' she said,

'maybe the colors are not just for hiding. Maybe they are

messages.' Leo frowned. 'Messages?' he asked. Ms. Reed

nodded. 'Animals talk in many ways. Some use sounds. Some

use colors. Maybe Cam is talking to Pip.' Leo's mouth fell

open. He had never thought of that.
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After school, Leo hurried to the pet shop. He watched Cam and

Pip. Cam turned bright yellow. Pip turned dark green. Then Pip

turned bright yellow too. They bobbed their heads at each

other. Leo wrote: 'Bright yellow means hello?' Then a third

chameleon came near. Cam turned dark and puffed up. Pip

turned dark too. Leo wrote: 'Dark means stay away!' He was

starting to see a pattern.
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Leo decided to test his idea. He asked the pet shop owner if he

could move Pip to the other side of the tank. The owner said

yes. When Pip was far away, Cam stayed pale green. When Pip

came back, Cam turned bright yellow and orange. Leo wrote:

'Cam is happy to see Pip.' He smiled. His notebook was full of

colors and notes. He had watched for two whole weeks.
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Leo's classmate Maya came to the pet shop with him one day.

She had short braided hair with beads and a colorful bracelet.

'Wow!' she said. 'That chameleon is bright orange!' Leo

nodded. 'He's talking to the other one,' he said. Maya's eyes

went wide. 'Talking? With colors?' Leo showed her his

notebook. 'I think so,' he said. Maya asked, 'But how can you

be sure?' Leo said, 'Let's watch more.'

10



Leo and Maya watched Cam and Pip for an hour. They saw

Cam turn bright yellow when Pip came close. They saw Cam

turn dark when a stranger came near. They saw Cam turn pale

green when he was alone and calm. Maya said, 'It's like a

secret language!' Leo nodded. 'I was wrong before,' he said.

'Chameleons don't just hide. They talk with colors. They show

how they feel.' Maya smiled. 'That's a great surprise!'
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Leo wrote his science project. He called it 'The Secret

Language of Chameleons.' He drew pictures of Cam in

different colors. He wrote what each color meant: bright

yellow for friends, dark for danger, pale green for calm. He

added a big surprise: 'Chameleons change color to

communicate.' Ms. Reed read it and smiled. 'Leo,' she said,

'you looked closely and found something wonderful.' Leo's

heart felt warm.
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On science fair day, Leo stood by his poster. He wore his blue

t-shirt with the chameleon print. Maya came first. 'Tell me

everything!' she said. Leo explained each color. Maya's mouth

opened wide. 'So they really talk?' she asked. Leo nodded.

'Yes,' he said. 'Nature is more complex than it looks.' Other

kids gathered around. They asked questions. Leo answered

each one with a smile. He felt proud.
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Ms. Reed walked over. 'Leo,' she said, 'your project is a big hit.

You showed us that animals have secret ways to talk.' Leo

beamed. 'I learned that watching closely is important,' he said.

'I thought chameleons only hid. But they do so much more.'

Maya asked, 'Can we visit Cam again?' Leo nodded. 'Sure!' he

said. 'I want to learn more.' The class clapped. Leo's cheeks

turned pink.
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After the fair, Leo went back to the pet shop. He brought his

notebook, now full of colors and notes. Cam was bright green

on a branch. Leo sat and watched. He wrote: 'Cam is calm

today.' Then Pip came near, and Cam turned bright yellow. Leo

smiled. He knew what it meant. 'Hello, friend,' he whispered.

He felt happy. He had solved one mystery, but he knew there

were many more to find.
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Leo kept watching and learning. He discovered that

chameleons also use color to show when they are angry or

scared. He learned that nature is full of surprises. His teacher

said, 'You are a true scientist, Leo.' And Leo knew she was

right. He loved discovering new things about the world around

him. Every day, he looked closely at nature. And every day, he

found something amazing.
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