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The Elephant's Red
Balloon

Cinar BIBER



In a green valley, a young elephant with soft blue-grey skin and
a yellow dotted scarf found a shiny red balloon tangled in a
bush. He tugged it gently with his trunk. The balloon floated
up and bobbed in the breeze. The elephant smiled. "What a
wonderful balloon!" he said. He tied it to his trunk and walked
home.



The elephant loved his red balloon. It followed him
everywhere, dancing above his floppy ears. But when he tried
to tell his friends about it, the words wouldn't come out. He
wanted to keep the balloon just for himself. "It's mine," he
whispered. He hid it behind a big tree. The balloon seemed to
sigh.




That night, the balloon glowed softly in the dark. Tiny sparkles
swirled inside it. The elephant stared with wide eyes. "It's

magic!" he gasped. He saw pictures in the sparkles: a faraway
forest, a rushing river, a snowy hill. The balloon wiggled as if it

wanted to fly. The elephant held on tight.
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The next morning, a wise owl with round spectacles perched
on a branch. "That balloon is special," said the owl. "It can
carry messages to faraway animal communities. But the magic
only works when it is shared." The elephant looked at the
balloon. He looked at the owl. "Shared?" he asked. The owl
nodded. "Shared with everyone."
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The elephant wasn't sure. He liked having the balloon all to
himself. He walked to the river and watched it float above the
water. Then he saw a small rabbit with a green satchel. The
rabbit waved. "Hello! What a lovely balloon!" The elephant
hesitated. Then he smiled. "Would you like to see it?" he asked.
The rabbit hopped over, delighted.
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The rabbit had cream-white fur and long pink ears. "I can
carry messages," she said. "My satchel is perfect for letters!"
The elephant's eyes lit up. "Let's try!" He whispered a kind
message to the balloon: "Hello, friends in the forest!" The
balloon glowed, then zoomed into the sky. The rabbit cheered.
"It works!"




The balloon flew over the forest and dropped a tiny sparkling
note. A bear with a red scarf found it. "A message from the
elephant!" he read. "How wonderful!" He wrote back: "Thank
you! Come visit us!" The balloon carried the note back to the
elephant. The elephant and the rabbit danced with joy. "We
have friends everywhere!" they laughed.

7




Soon, animals from all over sent messages. The balloon flew
across rivers and hills, delivering kind words and happy news.
The rabbit helped by writing replies. The elephant told
everyone about the magic. But then, more and more animals
wanted a turn with the balloon. The elephant started to worry.
"What if it gets lost?" he thought.
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The elephant held the balloon tightly and wouldn't let others
use it. "It's mine," he said. The rabbit looked sad. "But sharing
is what makes it magic," she said softly. The elephant turned
away. The balloon's glow dimmed. It floated low and limp. The
elephant felt a pang in his heart. Something was wrong.
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The owl flew down and perched on a rock. "Why is the balloon
so dim?" she asked. The elephant looked down. "I wanted to
keep it safe," he mumbled. The owl hooted gently. "Magic
grows when it is shared. If you keep it to yourself, it will fade."
The elephant's big ears drooped. He knew the owl was right.
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The elephant took a deep breath. He untied the balloon from
his trunk. "Here," he said to the rabbit. "You take it first." The
rabbit's eyes sparkled. She whispered a message and the
balloon glowed brighter than ever. It zoomed up and twirled.
The elephant laughed. "It's happier now!" he cried. The rabbit
hugged him.




The elephant called all the animals together. "The balloon is
for everyone!" he announced. Cheers rang out. The bear with
the red scarf invited them all to a celebration. "Bring your
messages!" he said, carrying a basket of berries. The balloon
flew back and forth, delivering invitations. Everyone helped.
The forest buzzed with excitement.
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At the bear's party, animals gathered from far and wide. The
balloon carried messages of friendship between them. The
rabbit delivered letters with her green satchel. The owl gave a
wise speech about sharing. The elephant smiled. "Sharing
makes everyone happy," he said. The animals nodded and
cheered. The balloon glowed like a star.
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From that day on, the red balloon became a symbol of
friendship and joy. It flew across forests and rivers, carrying
kind words and happy news. The elephant learned that sharing
something special makes everyone happy. He wore his yellow
dotted scarf with pride. The rabbit, the owl, and the bear
became his best friends. And the magic balloon never stopped

flying.
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The animals sent cheerful messages back and forth every day.
They celebrated together often, with music and dancing. The
elephant always smiled when he saw the balloon in the sky. He
knew that sharing had brought them all closer. The balloon
was no longer just his—it belonged to everyone. And that made
it even more magical.
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And so, in the green valley, the elephant and his friends lived
happily. The red balloon soared high, a bright dot against the
blue sky. It carried messages of kindness and love. The
elephant knew that the best things in life are shared. He
looked at his friends and smiled. "Thank you," he said. And the
balloon twinkled in reply.
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